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Title: Rhyme Time Lead Writing

Overview and Rationale: Students need to learn how to take longer, detailed information from a source and turn it into a straight news lead. Often times witnesses or officials will tell information in a chronological or sequential order, which has to be translated into a news lead. Students must learn to extract the most important information for the lead, which may not always be evident to the source.

Goals for Understanding: 

Students will be able to:

*Identify the most important information for a news lead from a piece of information


*Write a direct news lead based on the most important information


*Compare/contrast his/her news lead with the source’s information

Essential Questions:


*How to people tell stories? 


*How does that compare to how reporters tell stories in the news?


*How do reporters decide which information to use in a news lead?

Critical Engagement Questions:

*Why don’t people tell stories like reporters do?


*Why might it be difficult for a reporter to write a direct news lead?

Materials:

-Printed pictures (approx. 8X10) mounted on cut posterboard to represent nursery rhymes (one for each student, pair, or group, depending on class size)

-Nursery rhyme lyrics to accompany each picture

-Construction paper

-Markers

-Scissors

-Glue sticks

Activities
Activity One (20 min.):


*The teacher will lead an oral review of the 5W’s and H and lead writing

*Students will listen to an example of an effective news lead based on a nursery rhyme and discuss why it is effective. (Jack and Jill is a good basic example.) The teacher will also discuss the process of how the reporter arrived at the chosen lead from the information he most likely gathered.

Activity Two (30 min.):

*The teacher will begin the activity by giving each student (or pair/group depending on size) an assigned nursery rhyme picture and lyrics. (Students may need clarification on some nursery rhymes they are unfamiliar with.) Students should not share their nursery rhyme with other students or groups.

*The teacher will instruct the students to read their assigned nursery rhyme and decide what is the most important information for a news story. They are to pretend (no matter how bizarre) that the event in the rhyme has happened and they are writing a story about it for tomorrow’s newspaper. 

*They are to write a direct news lead, focusing on the most important information. It may be necessary to insert some extra information, based on the nursery rhyme. For example, they may have to ask themselves, how severe was Jack and Jill’s fall and what were their injuries? Were they taken to the hospital? Students may insert information that is plausible and relevant to their situation.

Activity Three (30-40 min.):

*After the teacher has consulted with each student/group about their lead to ensure they are in the right direction, the student will write the lead on a piece of construction paper with a marker. Students should be instructed to write it neatly, colorfully, and legibly so that it may be displayed. 

*Each student/group will take turns presenting their lead to the class. After each reading, the class will determine which nursery rhyme that student/group was assigned.

*After each presentation, the teacher and class will discuss how they arrived at the lead, its effectiveness, and the differences from the nursery rhyme. Suggestions may also be made by the teacher or students as to how the leads could be improved.

Assessment:

Students will be assessed in the following ways:



*Participation in the activity



*Grade for their nursery rhyme lead



*Grade for a homework assignment

Homework:

For a homework assignment, students will individually create a news lead based on a listing of information provided by the teacher. The teacher will then go over the leads the following day to check for understanding.
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